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SOME JOTTING FROM POUGHWAGTENOCK  

(TRANSCRIPTION)

AUNT JUDY JACKSON 
Now that we have started to write 

about this 1Poughwagtenook neighbor - 
hood we are reminded that our memo- 
random concerning Aunt Judy Jack- 
son and her recollections of her child- 
hood days in this neighborhood is 
still lying in the upper right hand 
pigeon hole in our desk, where it has 
been for months. No better time 
than the present for writing it up for 
publication. 
 Aunt Judy Jackson has had her 
home for the year past with Charles 
Bershear whose wife is a relative.— 
She tells us that she is ninety-three 
years of age. She has a good memo- 
ry and her general health was good 
until recently.  Her husband, Tom 
Jackson, has been dead for some years. 
They lived for a long time at Clinton- 
dale. She also lived for a while at 
Ardonia and when she was a young 
woman she was a slave in the family 
of Andries P. Lefevre at 2Kettleboro 
Mr. Lefevre’s father Philip bought 
her of Jeremiah Merrit and gave her to 
his son Andries P. when he got mar- 
ried. Aunt Judy was at that time 
about fourteen years of age and it is 
of the stories that she tells of what 
happened while she was a girl in Jere-  
miah Merrit’s family at Poughwage- 
nook that we will speak in this pa- 
per. 
 Now it must be remembered that 
the last slaves did not become free in 
this state until in 1827, Consequently 
Aunt Judy was twenty-five years of  
age when she became a free woman. 
She was first the property of a family 
named Kortright, who lived on the 
other side of the mountain. When 

                                                 

                                                
1 Poughwagtenook: an area in New Paltz near 
Libertyville Road. 
2 Kettleboro: an area now part of Gardiner. 

she was about two years old she and 
her mother and sister were purchased 
by Jeremiah Merritt and the Pough- 
wagenook neighborhood was her home for the 
next dozen years. 
Merritt owned and occupied what is 
now the county house farm. His 
brother, Thomas Merritt, lived near 
by in a house which is 
marked only by a cellar. Here he 
kept the town poor and Aunt Judy 
relates that the town poor in those 
days fared very poorly as compared 
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4 with present times. 
 Aunt Judy’s life as a slave in the 
Merritt family was subject to vi- 
cissitudes. After a couple of years 
her mother was sold to another mas- 
ter. Her mistress was subject to the 
drink habit and would become intoxi- 
cated sometimes but did not treat her 
unkindly. The Merritts were English 
speaking people and when Aunt Judy 
was sold to Andries P. Lefevre and 
moved to Kettleborough, where the 
Dutch language was still the common 
speech it ____  _____   _____ strange 
to her.  
 When Aunt Judy was a child or 
about ten years of age the second war3

between England and the United  
States broke out. One day as she was 
driving the cows a detachment of our 
army, on the way no doubt to Canada, 
passed along the road. She was ter- 
ribly frightened at the sight of the 
soldiers and jumped over the fence 
but did not run. She stood still, 
dropping courtesies as well mannered 
girls in those days were taught to do. 
Some of the soldiers spoke teasingly 
to her but the officer in command 
spoke kindly and said ”You are a good 
little girl.” 
 Another incident in the time . . . . 

 
3 War of 1812 


